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that it declared outright in favour of Esperanto. A Red
Cross Conference held in 1921 also voted for Esperanto
and in November of that year the Conference of the Inter-
national Labour Office recommended to the Administrative
Council of the Office that it should increasingly use Esperanto
as a practical means for facilitating international relations.
Governmental recognition and help has been accorded by
Spain, Portugal, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Austria,
Finland, Brazil, China and Japan. In addition, numerous
municipal, commercial and academic authorities have passed
resolutions in its favour, and the Roman Catholic Church
has on more than one occasion shown a friendly attitude.
Among scientific bodies that have interested themselves in
this language is the Paris Academy of Sciences, which, in
1921, published a manifesto urging scientific workers to
adopt it. This was signed by such well-known men of
science as Berthelot, Lurnifere, Painleve and the Prince of
Monaco.

As an international language is essentially a democratic
idea, it is not surprising that when the Nazis came into power
in 1933 they discountenanced the use of Esperanto. In
fact, in 1936, Himmler issued a police decree ordering the
dissolution of all international language societies in the Reich,
and similar action was taken later in Austria and Czecho-
slovakia. When war came in 1939, international contacts
were inevitably broken, but the ardent advocates of Esperanto
have continued their efforts, though little or nothing has been
heard of other language projects. The Army Education
Service includes Esperanto among the subjects for postal
study courses, and for several years past the Royal Society
of Arts has held examinations in the subject. It is, further-
more, taught in a number of schools, both primary and
secondary, as a regular or optional subject.

It may be difficult for those who are not personally or
directly concerned with international matters to understand
the problem. Such people should remember that the
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